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REVELATION NOW 

Letters from God 
Revelation 2:1-28 
 

Starter (5mins): 

‘Is Revelation about the past, the present or the future?’ Discuss. 

In the previous study we saw that the book of Revelation centres on 
Jesus, who rules in glory, even though the churches of Asia will soon 
experience great persecution. This is the primary focus of the book of 
Revelation, although we know that as Scripture, this message will 
have continuing relevance and application for us in our day. 

Jesus now instructs John to write to each of the seven churches of 
Asia (see 1:19-20) 

Read Revelation 2:1-28 

1. What is similar in each of the letters? 

 

 

2. Can you outline the structure that each of the letters shares? 

 

 

3. (optional) After the initial address of the letter, we notice that there 
is a reference to Jesus as the author of the letter. Do you notice in 
these any connection back to Revelation 1? 

 

 

4. Given the similarities of each letter, the differences tell the story 
of each church. Looking now at each church-- Ephesus, Smyrna, 
Pergamum and Thyatira-- what are the distinctives of each? How 
is each commended and rebuked? 

Some notes that might help 

• We don’t know exactly who the Nicolaitians where but the 
early writings of Irenaeus and Clement of Alexandria suggest 
they were probably pre-Gnostics, who taught that it didn’t 
matter what sins you committed in/with your body as long as 
your heart was right. Hence, sexual immorality and idolatry of 
all kinds followed. 

• Balaam (Numbers 22-24) was a prophet corrupted by money 
to pronounce curses over God’s people. Even though God 
turned his cursing into blessings, he is remembered as a false 
prophet. 

• Jezebel (1 Kings 16-21, 2 Kings 9) was married to King Ahab, 
corrupted him, killed God’s prophets, and wanted the people to 
worship Baal. She is renowned for her seduction and 
scheming. In Thyatira there is a ‘Jezebel’ who leads people into 
sexual immorality and idol worship. Her ‘children’ are her 
‘disciples’. 

 

5. How might the problems of these churches manifest themselves in 
our church today? 

 

6. How might their strengths develop in our church? 

 

7. If God wrote a letter to our church, what might it say? What should 
we do about this? 
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