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REVELATION NOW 

Heaven now 
Revelation 4-5 

 

John is invited through a door to see ‘what must take place after this’. 
The vision of heaven that he sees in chapters 4-5 is set ‘in the 
present’; possibly the eternal ‘present reality’. What ‘must take place’ is 
revealed through the opening of the seals and the scroll that is held in 
The Father’s hand (Rev 5:1), events which will be depicted in chapters 
6 and following. But in order to understand those events in their proper 
perspective, we must first witness the present and enduring reality of 
heaven in chapters 4-5 

Read Revelation 4:1 - 5:14 

1. With your group, see if you can draw a diagram of the scene 
presented to John in Revelation 4-5, locating each of the 
‘characters’ in relation to God’s throne at the centre. 

2.  Let’s now identify who is represented by these ‘characters’ by 
filling in the gaps in this table. 

 

Character Who is 
represented 

Key features/ notes other bible 
references 

The Throne 
(Rev 4:2-3) 

God, The 
Father 

God himself is not described in any 
way, only the majesty of his 
throne. 

Ps 45:6 

The Lamb 
(Rev 5:6) 

 The number 7 means ‘complete’ 
and ‘perfect’. Eyes are a symbol of 
knowledge. Horns are a symbol of 
power. Hence, he has perfect and 
complete knowledge and power. 

 

Character Who is 
represented 

Key features/ notes other bible 
references 

The Four 
Living 
Creatures 
(Rev 4:6-8) 

  

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 6:1-4, 
Ezekiel 1:4-
25. 

The 24 
Elders (Rev 
4:4, 5:8) 

 Dressed in white = victory. Crowns 
of Gold = royalty. The number 12 
refers to the people of God: 12 
tribes of Israel, 12 apostles etc. 
They hold bowls incense which are 
the prayers of the saints. They sing 
praise to God. 

1 Peter 2:9 

Lots of 
Angels 

 The number 1000 simply means ‘a 
lot’-- A very big number. 

 

3. Five songs are sung throughout these two chapters. Who sings 
each one? What is their impact on us as we read them? 

4. Remembering that this vision is for the benefit of the seven 
churches of Asia, what would be its impact on those Christians who 
were struggling and would soon face persecution? 

5. This heavenly reality is still the same today. Where are we found in 
this vision? (That is, who represents us?) What impact will this truth 
have for your life this week? 

6.  (Optional) The Anglican Liturgy for Holy Communion is based 
around these two chapters. That is why the words of the five songs 
seem very familiar to us. Why do you think that the Reformers 
would have chosen this passage as the basis for a liturgy 
remembering the Last Supper? 
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