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REVELATION NOW 

Seven Trumpets Of Chaos 
Revelation 8:6-11:19 
 

 

Leaders note: this is a long study on parts of Revelation that are often 
misunderstood. You might like to allow two sessions to complete it. 

This is now the second cycle of 7-- previously we looked at the seven 
seals, now we read about seven trumpets. This is like an action replay 
of the previous group of 7, but from a different angle. When we 
compare the two cycles, the similarities make it clear that they are not 
sequential, but parallel.  

Read Revelation 8:6-12  

1.   As with the previous cycle of seven, there is a group of 'four' 
followed by a 'three'. From Rev 8:6-12 what seems to be the theme 
of the first four trumpets? 

 

 

2.   The reason for the destruction of a third (a significant portion, but 
not all) of our environment is not revealed. What light might 
Genesis 3:17-19 shed on this?  

Humanity also has a responsibility for the environment God gave 
us (see Genesis 1:26-30). Does this truth help us further 
understand the picture of destruction heralded by the first four 
trumpet blasts? 

 

 

Trumpets 5-7 introduce three 'woes' -- cries of sorrow and lament.  

Read Rev 9:1-11.  

3.   The first woe appears as a plague of tormenting stinging locusts. 
Their origin appears to be from 'the world of the dead', accessed by 
an abyss. Who suffers in this woe? (hint: Rev 9:4).  

 

 

  Read Rev 9:12-21.  

4.  The second woe results in the destruction of one third of humanity 
in war. What is the response of the remaining people to this horror?  

Looking back over our human history of wars, how might this 
'vision' ring true in our day?  

What righteous responses to war, tragedy and disaster might the 
book of Revelation lead us to? 

 

 

In Revelation 10:1-11 there is a pause between the 6th and 7th 
trumpets. John is then told there will be no more delay because when 
the 7th trumpet sounds the mystery of God that was announced by 
the Old Testament prophets will be accomplished (v6-7). An angel 
from heaven appears to John and gives him a scroll with some kind 
of message. John will prophesy this message to or about many 
nations (v11). It is possible that this message is (i) the completed 
book of Revelation, (ii) the ensuing vision in chapter 11 or (iii) the 
gospel. The details are not clear.  
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Read Rev 11:1-14.  

5.   Before the 7th trumpet sounds John is to measure 'the temple of 
God' (v1). Something is measured to show that it is real and 
defined-- it has dimensions. If the temple at Jerusalem has already 
been destroyed in ad70, before Revelation is written, what might 
the Christians of Asia Minor understand this temple to be? (See 
also Jn 2:19-21; 1 Cor 3:16-18).  

What might it mean for this 'real but spiritual temple' to be trampled 
for a period of time? 

 

Side Note: if the number 7 in Revelation refers to a complete or 
perfect thing, the number 3 1/2 refers to a halved, broken and 
incomplete unit. It is limited. 42 months = 1260 days = 3 1/2 years. 

 

6.   Who are the two witnesses who testify during this period before the 
completion of God's plan announced by he prophets (10:7)? We 
are not told directly but we are given some clues:  

 They are dressed in sackcloth -- they are poor and grieving. (V3) 

 They are two olive trees and two lampstands (overlapping 
symbols) that stand before The Lord  (Rev 1:20; Zech 4:1-6) 

 The word they speak devours their enemies.  

 They have power given them by God to strike the earth 

 Their role is to testify (to The Lord) 

Who might they represent? What is the fate of the two 'witnesses? 

 

Side Note: in the Old Testament the truth was always established 
by the testimony of two witnesses. The number of witnesses here 
verifies their testimony is true.  

 

Read Rev 11:15-19.  

7.  At last the 7th trumpet is sounded. What do you think it refers to? 
As wonderful as this is for those with a place in heaven, it is still 
called 'the third woe'. Can you suggest a reason why? ( hint: Rev 
11:17-18) 

 

8.  Looking back over this cycle of the 7 trumpets sounding, what is it 
'that must soon take place' for the seven churches? 

 

 

9. How might this understanding shape our expectations of being 'the 
temple of God' now? What might we do about this?  


