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REVELATION NOW 

An Ancient Conflict is Ended   
Revelation 12-16 
 
 

So far in the middle section of Revelation (Chapters 6-16) we have 
considered  two  cycles  of  ‘seven’  - seven scrolls and seven trumpets - 
each one providing a different angle on the same reality which 
confronts the churches of Asia, whom John addresses. This study now 
looks  at  the  third  and  fourth  cycles  of  ‘seven’  - seven signs (Rev 12-14) 
and seven plagues (Rev 15-16). 
Discussion starter: From what we have read already in the book of 
Revelation, what present reality has been revealed the seven churches 
of Asia? What does this mean for their future? 
Read Revelation 12  
1. Revelation 12:1-2, 5-6, refers to the first sign in a group of seven. 

What clues are we given as to the identity of the woman? There 
are several possible conclusions: Eve, Israel, Mary, the Church etc. 
Considering Rev 12:7, what might the original recipients of 
Revelation have understood from the sign of the woman? 

2. The second sign, the dragon, is identified as the devil or Satan (Rev 
12:9). What do we learn about Satan from Rev 12:3-17? [optional] 
for further background see John 8:44; Isaiah 14:12-15; 1 Jn 3:8; 2 
Peter 2:4. 

3. This  whole  ‘cosmic  conflict’  sounds  a  bit  scary.  What  confidence  
does this passage give the Christian person? 

4.  This chapter of Revelation reveals the greater context of our lives 
here on earth. Given this ancient conflict, now being played out on 
planet earth, why should the Christian seek to live a righteous life? 

Read Revelation 13 
5. The  third  and  fourth  signs  in  this  cycle  of  ‘seven’  are  a  pair  of  

beasts. The first beast represents human empires with rulers who 
oppose God. The first readers of Revelation would have readily 
identified this beast with the Roman Empire, with Emperor Nero 
being apparently wounded but making a surprising recovery (Rev 
13:3).  What  is  the  source  of  this  first  beast’s  power?  What  are  its  
characteristics? Might we still see this beast today? 

6. The second beast creates a false religion around the first beast, the 
Empire.  We  might  view  this  as  ‘state-run  religion’  or  human  
religion. According to Rev 13:11-18, what are its characteristics? 
How might we encounter this threat to true worship today? 

Read Revelation 14 
7. The remaining three signs - three angels - make three declarations, 

which serve to clarify the context within which the Christian lives 
their life. What encouragements can we draw from these? 

[optional] Read Revelation 15-16. 
8. Revelation  15  frames  the  final  cycle  of  ‘seven’  - seven plagues - in a 

particular  way.  How  does  this  ‘framing’  shape  our  understanding  of  
God’s  wrath  poured  out  in  plagues  of  judgment? 

9. God’s  ultimate  response  to  Satanic rebellion and human sin is 
judgment. This judgment is described in Revelation 16-20. What 
comfort might this judgment bring to the Christian? What other 
responses does this judgment elicit from you? 
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