
REVELATION NOW

Judgment:
Revelation 17-19

Our previous study, the fourth and final cycle of ‘seven’ - seven 
plagues (Rev 15-16) - has introduced the theme of judgment. 
Chapters 17-20 of Revelation now ‘celebrate’ God’s judgment of 
Satan and his followers.
For discussion: 
Imagine you are at a dinner party, sharing a meal with both 
Christians and non-Christians. Someone says, “I like to believe 
that God is not really interested in judgment. He is too loving to 
send anyone to hell. Why would he do that?” What would you 
say?

Read Revelation 17 
1. This part of Revelation picks up some ‘characters’ from the 

previous chapters. From your memory, or looking back over 
chapters 6-16, who is the red beast with blasphemous 
names, seven heads and ten horns in 17:3? (if you’re stuck, 
see Rev 12:3). 

Note: there is a strong resemblance between the red dragon 
of 12:3 and the leopard-like beast of 13:1-3. This is to be 
expected since the beast is really the empire of the dragon.

2. Sitting upon the beast is “Babylon” - the great city that rules 
over the kings of the earth. The original readers of the book 
of Revelation would have been familiar with this symbolic 

reference to the ancient city of Rome, which was built on 
seven hills. (Babylon also appears, see Rev 14:8; 16:19; 
17:18; also note 1 Peter 5:13) Why is the judgment of 
“Babylon” important?

3. How might we understand the judgment of “Babylon” 
today?

Read Revelation 18 
4. God’s people are commanded to come out of Babylon 

(18:4-5). Does this mean that we should all join a monastery 
and never engage with non-Christian people? If not, what 
does it mean?

5. In Rev 18:9-19 the kings of the earth, the merchants, sea 
captains and sailors mourn the judgment of Babylon. What 
do you learn from their lament?

6. Why are God’s people to rejoice over the judgment of 
Babylon?

Read Revelation 19
(the next three questions are optional)
7. In Rev 19:1-5, as horrific as the description of the judgment 

of Babylon has been, God is praised. Why?
8. Can you imagine a world in which God was not just, or in 

which there was no ultimate justice and final recompense for 
evil? What would it be like?

9. In Rev 19:6-21 a final war between God and the earthly 
manifestation of Evil (the beast and false prophet of Rev 13) 
is described. As a result two great ‘suppers’ are announced. 
Which one do you want to attend? What will it be like? 

10. In what ways does Rev 17-19 lead you to praise God? As a 
group, bring these praises to God.
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