
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No: 1 & 2 
John 1:1-18.
Introduction: Welcome to the Gospel of John!

Many people when asked why Jesus came give the answer, “to die for  us” -
But this is only partly true. His death needed meaning and we need to 
understand if or else it would be a ‘dumb’ ceremony’.
This passage re-introduces to the ‘Word’ of God - God’s ultimate revelation. 
(Hebrews 1:1-3)
Matthew, Mark and Luke introduce us to the Man who was God - John 
introduces to us God who became man.
As we begin to look at this passage today we note six things about the 
Word…

He is - i) Eternal v.2
ii) God v.1

iii) with God v.2
iv) Light v. 5,9

v) Life vs 4,12,13
vi) Flesh or truly human. vs 14,18.

This brings us to the great meeting point in history where God meets man, 
because God becomes man, and then through this God reveals Himself to 
man; not just by sight, but by speaking to him, i.e, through words or 
propositions. Jesus is that Word or message.
It is this passage that has been traditionally used in the Anglican Church as the 
Gospel reading for Christmas day! Yet, when you read it, it sounds so 
“unChristmassy!” That’s because our modern Society has moved - away from 
the real message that Christmas is meant to present.
Christmas is not the syrup and floss that the commercial world would have us
believe, but the entry of the “Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of 
peace” into the world to demonstrate His grace in bringing people into 
fellowship with Himself.

It seems that John wrote to answer the claims of a system called 
‘Gnosticism’ (which is still around today in various guises and under various 
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names.) The Gnostics then had ‘mystery’ cults, some groups had secret 
ceremonies, ‘inner light’ and special experiences. The Gnostics talked about 
the Word, but only as concept or abstract that was ‘out there’, and only the 
initiated could ever even remotely hope to find it.
Not so Jesus - see 1:14 - He became ‘Flesh’, and ‘tabernacled (or lived) 
amongst us’. At the Jewish tabernacle God met man at an ordinary level, at a 
designated place of meeting, so that man could understand God and His 
purposes. It is through Jesus that people meet God and not only hear His 
message, but then understand how they can respond to that message.
And it all began back in the books of Genesis and Exodus. Genesis is the 
Promise and The Making of the Covenant, whilst Exodus is the enactment and 
demonstration of the Covenant - especially in the acts of the Passover lamb 
and the crossing of the Red Sea.

A Question for Discussion: What light does the events of the book of Exodus 
throw on the NT accounts of Jesus’ atoning death on the cross? What references 
from Exodus could you use here to explain this to a sceptic?

1. The word takes Flesh. v. 14.
The idea of the “Tabernacle” (Tent), has the sense of temporary and 
incomplete dwelling.
Jesus was only with us in His human body for a short time (33 years).

A) He comes - full of grace v. 14, 16, 17.
✴ Definition of Grace.
✴ The world and God’s people needed the message of the mercy of 

God, because they were aware of their hopelessness (See recent 
studies in the book of Hebrews), at being under the Law.

✴ The law brings terror, sorrow, despair and separation (death).
✴ The law as a “Word”(proposition) whose fulfilment demanded the 

revealing of Grace.
✴ Guilt came from the Law - guilt is not bad if it leads to a search for, 

or a response to, Grace and Repentance. 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B) He comes -full of Truth v.14
✴ Truth today is given many definitions… indeed there is large school 

of thought today that believes the we can not even know Truth or 
even if there is such thing.

✴ Jesus said however,…”I am the truth”. Compare this with Pontius 
Pilate’s statement “What is truth?” (Jn 18:38)

✴ The Gnostics had(and still do), redefined Truth, and people today 
have a partial view of Truth (a little bit of Christ); still others take 
Jesus as truth but use it or Him like a talisman.

✴ Jesus said he was truth because he was the Full Revelation of God. 
(vs 1& 18 & Heb. 1:3)

C) He comes - full of the Father. v. 18.
✴ See Exodus 33:20, Hab. 1:13, Isa. 59.1-2.

2. The Word makes the Father known v.18

✴ So essential - ….Has made God known…”
✴ The Gospel of John starts with this exclusive claim.
✴ Jesus is the Truth about God - but what are we doing with Him? We 

need to continue to see all about Jesus, not just His birth, or how to 
receive Him, but we need a full picture of all that he is. (2 Cor. 3:15-18 
& Heb. 6:1-3, 7,19)

✴ This calls for action On Our Part. God will not automatically appear 
before us and force this attention on us. (Heb. 11:6 and  
 John 14:21-23.)

Now some questions that might help you in your Personal or Group Study…

1. Why do you think that John sees it as an essential to show that 
Jesus really is of one and the same ‘substance’ with the father? John 
1:14 & 18 (Hint: it’s all about whether we can ever really know the full 
truth about God.)

……………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………. 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2. How does John describe the way the Jesus reveals God?

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

3. Reading the opening verses of John might make you think that 
this is some kind of philosophical and difficult treatise. Not so! Look at 
verses 7, 12, & 13 and just see the marvellously simple truth about 
Jesus…. God, Jesus, John the Baptist and John the Apostle all tell 
about Jesus because …..

i) Verse 7…………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………….

ii) Verse 12-13 …………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………….

4. If “Life” was “in” Jesus can you see why John thinks that it is so
important to fundamentally declare that this “life” was “the light of all 
people”? (NRSV) Can any person have this ‘eternal” life without having 
Jesus?

………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………

5. From this passage of Scripture today, what is the thing that 
moves you most?

……………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………
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Summary

1. God speaks through a speaker (person) Heb. 1.1
2.  In the days of the Exodus, it was mostly through Moses.
3.  Later, He spoke through other Prophets.
4.  God communicates through propositions or words, and words need a 
speaker.
5.  God’s Words never ‘just appeared’ on scrolls or even clay tablets that 
suddenly just appeared out of the sky, or even by a disembodied voice 
booming out from the sky.
6.  God speaks to His people through persons, or speak-er”.
7.  The perfect and only fully qualified speaker is Jesus.

Finally …….
Some supplementary questions that you might like to use for group 
discussion if time permits.

1. How would you gently explain to a Jewish friend that the Lambs slain on 
Passover night could not in themselves save, but that they prefigured 
the coming of Jesus as testified to by John the Baptist in  
John 1: 29 & 36?  
Think for a while about this one, it’s not as easy as you may think! Then 
you can look at Hebrews. 10:1-10

2. If someone were to ask you what God is like, what do you think would 
be the best way to answer this question? (After, and only after you have 
thought about and / or discussed this, look up John 14:8-11)

End of Studies 1 & 2

 
Your personal question and comments are welcome. Please send any 
question to [neilflower@bigpond.com] 
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