
Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No:  3
John 1:19-28
The work and witness of John the Baptiser.
1. Read together verses 6-10 and 19-23 and then read Matt 3: 1-12, 

Mark 1:4-8.

a) What a great start to the New Testament. After about 4 centuries 
something new is happening!
Discuss the impact John Baptist’s message must have had to cause so 
many people to stream out in vast crowds to hear him.
b) John said he was a “voice crying in the desert”. This is a quote 
from Isaiah 40:1-11. in order to really understand our passage today 
from the Gospel of John the Apostle, turn to Isaiah and read 40:1-11 
and then ask yourselves.
i) If John the Baptiser was the fulfilment of Isaiah 40:3, is it any 
wonder that the people flocked to hear him and to be baptised in the 
light of Isaiah 40:1-11.
ii) Isaiah 40:9 tells of “good tidings” or “good news” - the Gospel. 
Discuss this: If John Baptiser was the fulfilment of Isaiah 40:3 then very 
soon the people will see the “Sovereign Lord” (V10) coming with power 
to judge wickedness and sin but with love and gentleness for those who 
turn to Him.
Is that what the people who went out to John the Baptiser were hoping 
to see? Compare here the Isaiah passage with Mark 1:4-8 and  
Matt 3:1-12.

2. John did not want the ‘limelight’ - his emphasis was to point people to 
Jesus. Read John 1: 24-27 and discuss.
a) Why did John Baptise with water since he wasn’t the Christ?  
(Discuss this first before referring back to Matt 3: 11-12 for a clue to the 
answer.)
b) Think about v 27. Can you see link between the water symbol of 
John’s Baptism and the greatness of the “one who came after me?”



Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No:  4
John 1: 29-42
Why a Lamb of God?
To properly understand this passage we need to go back and read 3 pas-
sages from the Old Testament. They are:

i) Gen 22: 1-13
ii) Exodus 12: 1-13
iii) Isaiah 53: 6-12

(Yes, it may seem a lot of reading, but it needs to be looked at if we are to 
understand John Baptiser’s words.)

1. How do you think John Baptiser words describing the (up till then) 
obscure man coming toward the crowd as ‘the lamb of God’ would 
impacted the people? Would many have understood?

2a Here is a “toughie”. Read Acts 20:21 for a summary of Apostolic 
preaching. Discuss together how that Gospel was just starting to come 
into focus with John the Baptiser.

2b. Read vs 30-31. What was the link between John’s baptism and the 
revealing of Jesus as the Lamb of God to Israel.

3. John the Baptist’s testimony about the Holy Spirit and Jesus vs 32-34
i) What do you think this means?
ii) Do you think that John Baptist really understood that his ministry 

was God ordained?
4. Read v 34 very carefully. John the Baptist makes a very profound and 

serious remark. He said because of what he had seen, he knew 
that Jesus was the Son of God.
What evidence  might we have to be able to say this? 



Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No:  6

John 2.1-12 Study

Water into Wine

1. Read John 2.1-12
2. What stands out to you in this passage?
3. What does Jesus mean when he says “my hour has not yet come”? 

(You may also want to look at 7.30; 8.20; 12.23; 12.27; 13.1; 17.1).
4. What do you think is the meaning of this miracle? Why does Jesus 

change water into wine?
a. Do you think the fact that jars are for the ritual purification of the 

Jews has any significance?
b. Is it significant that the wine isn’t just any old wine, but is good 

quality?
c. You may want to look at some of the following passages to help 

you with the significance of wine in the Bible: Jeremiah 31.10-14; 
Joel 3.17-21.

5. What do we learn about Jesus from this passage?
6. What do you imagine Jesus was like at parties?
7. If Jesus brought the best wine to this party (and therefore made the par-

ty better), what does this mean for the way that Christians should ap-
proach parties, and community life in general?

8. How does this miracle display Jesus’ glory?
9. We live in a booze-soaked culture. How do you think Christians can live 

with integrity with respect to alcohol? (The Bible has a nuanced ap-
proach to alcohol – see: Psalm 104.15; Proverbs 20.1, 21.17, 31.4-6). 



 

Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No: 5

John 1.29-51 Study

Titles of Jesus

1. Read John 1.29-51
2. What stands out to you in this passage?
3. Is there anything unclear or confusing for you in this passage?
4. What do we learn about Jesus in this passage?
5. How many titles or descriptions of Jesus do you notice in verses 19-51? 

Grab a bit of paper and write down every one. Discuss the significance 
of the various titles.

a. What is the overall picture of Jesus that these titles and descrip-
tions give?

b. Which title and description is most significant to you?
6. What does it mean that Jesus will “baptise with the Holy Spirit” (v. 33)?
7. What do you think Jesus means in v. 51? (Hint: Genesis 28.12)
8. From this passage, do you have any insights into how people become 

followers of Jesus?
9. How did you begin following Jesus?
10.In what way can we repeat Philip’s invitation to “come and see” (v. 46)? 

In other words, how can the church be a place where people can come 
and see Jesus?

11.How does this passage inform our worship of Jesus?
12.If we have been baptised with the Spirit, how should that affect the way 

we live each day? 



 

Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No: 7
John 2:12-25

Jesus had only been in Galilee for a short time before he left to go to 
Jerusalem. verses 12 - 13. 
His ministry had begun!
1. Read 2:12-16 then discuss: “What is this relationship between Jesus 

the “Lamb of God” (1:29 & 35) and his attitude to the Temple desecration 
and cleansing.

2. Jesus had gone up to the Temple in Jerusalem for the Passover. (2:13-
14),What do think would have made him so determined to cleanse the Tem-
ple courts?
For your discussion look up Exodus 12:14-28 and see the holy attitude that 
God required of his people. Ask yourselves “ Was that holy attitude being ob-
served in the Temple when Jesus arrived? (John 2:13-16)

3. Turn to Psalm 69:9…
a) How was this prophetic verse fulfilled in John 2:15-17 ?
b) What might the consequences be?

4. Read verse 18- The Jews probably realised that Jesus had acted 
correctly, but they demanded a sign to show that he had the this 
authority ….Why?

5. Verses 19-22 a) Was Jesus making a prophecy here?
b) If so, what it?
c) For whom was the prophet really intended?

For the Jews: The disciples? For us?

6. Verses 23-24. Why didn’t Jesus capitalise on the popularity that he 
was gaming with the ordinary people?

• What is the meaning of verse 24?
• What is the meaning of verse 24 to you?
•



Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No: 8

Passage: John 3:16 - 21                          

Introduction

•As an option* for this study you will need a copy of the Book of Common Prayer or 
any Authorised prayer book of the Anglican Church to look up some important refer-
ences.        
•  In our last study we saw a most amazing encounter between Jesus and Jewish 

leader named Nicodemus.
• In this study we look at an explanation or commentary on the teaching in that en-

counter that John has recorded and which, if read properly, explodes so many of the 
man-made theories of modern theological liberalism. 
•Today, we are seeing again a resurgence of an old heresy that is known as “Univer-

salism”, the idea that because Jesus died for all people, then all people must auto-
matically be saved.  
•The N.T.(and our passage of Scripture for today teaches that although Jesus’ death 

was sufficient for anyone to be saved, not all will be saved because salvation, be-
cause it is a gift, (Eph 2:8-9 & Rom. 6:23 etc), must be received. It is not automatical-
ly given nor is it forced on anyone.
•Take note however, this in no way denies or cancels God’s free electing choice in 

bringing people to repentance and giving His gifts of Grace. 
•* Optional: At this point look up Articles 10, 11,17 & 18 of the ‘39 Articles’ (the doctri-
nal base of the Anglican Church which are found in the back of all Prayer Books), 
along with John 6:28-29, 44, 37, etc. (This topic will be covered more fully when we 
come to Chs. 5 & 6 of the John’s Gospel.)

So to our passage for study today…..

“A Fair and Equitable Legal Judgement based on Love and Justice”.
John 6:16 – 21.

John loves using ‘forensic’ or legal, ‘court room’ words in many of his writings (espe-
cially in this Gospel and his first Letter to the wider Church), and some of these 
words are used in today’s reading.
Perhaps the Holy Spirit wanted to show by these words the that this is like the testi-
mony that is given in a courtroom – words of truth given under solemn oath. 
See Jesus’ words in verses 11 & 12 –“I tell you the truth”, and “we speak of what we 
know”, and “we testify”… Words in the Gospel which are not just ‘idle’ or ‘filler’ words, 
but a binding, legal testimony made by the one who cannot lie. (See 14:6)
So we have 6 verses that are full of meaning, hope, and joy but with a warning.



1. “The Greatest Verse”?  3:16.
• Martin Luther called this verse “The Bible in miniature” as there are some un-

surpassed sentiments in it: - 
i)    The greatest act of love -     God wants to save rebels.
ii)    The greatest gift - His only Son–part of Himself
iii)   The greatest opportunity - Whosoever
iv)   The greatest escape - Should not perish

 v)    The greatest reality - Eternal life.
• It is on these sentiments that our passage today is built.

Question for Discussion: Discuss verse 16 in your together and share just what it means 
to each person in the group.

* Has it been a particular blessing?
* Has it ever suddenly sprung to a group member’s mind at a crucial time?
* Does  anyone know of a person who has come to a living faith in Jesus as a result 
of it? 

2. The Greatest Act -  (v.17) 
• The greatest act of Patience, Kindness, Forbearance & Mercy (put together I sup-

pose that it almost spells the word ”Grace!”
• God had every right to condemn the world out of hand because of it’s wickedness. 

Even the Israelites became as bad as those in the surrounding nations – see Psalm 
106:32 – 39. But as then, still so today in the world. Mankind has not gotten any 
better (or worse).

 
Question for Discussion: Discuss together, using any references or verses that you 
know as to why the privileged Israelite people, having been so helped and blessed by God 
in Egypt and the desert wanderings could have turned so far away from God as to do the 
things mentioned in Psalm 106. (above).

Question for Discussion: Look at verses 16,18,& 21. Count the number of times that the 
word “Whoever” is used.) God gave people yet another chance to repent and be saved 
when He sent Jesus – not to condemn, but to offer forgiveness and salvation. A new start! 
If the “whoevers” would receive it!

Question for Discussion: But the question might well be put “Why didn’t God not blot out 
everyone and everything and start again? Discuss together 2 Peter 3:3-9., then ask your-
selves “Would you blow up all you held dear without giving them one last chance?”  (See 
Jesus’ words in  Luke 13:34 & Luke 20:9 – 16. 

3. The Great Judgement. (Read v. 18 together)
• There is however a judgement coming. This will be fair, and righteous because it 

be strictly according to God’s law and no-one will be treated unfairly. (More 
about this in later chapters.)

i)  The Basis for the Judgement. (v. 18) There are so many things, sins and rea-
sons for which judgement could be based and meted out, but the greatest of all 
sins is unbelief – unbelief in the face of presented and verified evidence.



Question for Discussion:  Think about this for a minute then ask yourselves “Why?” 
Why would God make this the greatest of all sins? (It’s actually the same as blasphe-
my against the Holy Spirit) For a clue to this question try looking at Romans 1:18 – 2:4, 
then Romans 2:5 – 16.  Then take a look at part ii) below!     Don’t hurry this one! It’s 
important!

ii)  The ultimate cause of Judgement. (v.18b)
It is failure to believe in 

Who God is, (Creator, Ruler, Sustainer of all)
What He has done for mankind, (sent His one & only Son)
Why He did it, (because He “so loved the world”) and
How He accomplished the means of people being able to be pardoned. (that 

“whoever believes in Him should not perish” or be condemned…)

iii) The cause of judgement or condemnation. …  “has not believed in the Name 
of God’s on and only Son” v.18.
• Jesus didn’t just come as an isolated event.

* He chose to come (Hebrews 10:5 – 7 & Psalm 40; 6- 8)
      * It was God’s will to send Him. (Galatians 4:4-5 & John 3:17)

      iv) The Meaning of “The Name” (of the only begotten Son).
• The name “Jesus” is not just a sound, but a phrase full of meaning: “God is sal-

vation” or simply “God is the saviour”.
• The evidence of Jesus being God as saviour was evident. Nicodemus knew that 

(See v.2.)  It is when people refuse to accept the “Testimony” or sworn evidence 
or statement, that they then bring themselves into condemnation and judgement 
because they have refused the only means of escape.

• Look at a parallel verse by John on this subject: 1 John 5:13.

Question for Discussion: (Actually for personal reflection).  After reading 1 John 
5:13 ask yourself “How certain am I that if I was to die right now that I would go to be 
with Jesus in Heaven?   

4. The Verdict pronounced. V.19.
• Light (for understanding) has been given, but people have “loved darkness 

rather than light because their deeds were (are) evil”. (v.19b)
• Unbelief, in spite of the light (enlightenment) that has been given. People 

choose to bring themselves into judgement and condemnation because they 
refuse God’s offer of pardon and forgiveness. (See at this point Romans1:18 – 
3:26)

5. The only ones exempt from Judgement. v.21.
• Salvation from first to last is because of the free Grace of God. 
• But more of this in future studies!

Question for Discussion:  Why not spend some specific time with your group, in 
prayer, thanking God for His promises of Eternal Life and full assurance of salvation? 
This would be a great way to conclude this study.



Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No: 9

This Study: Further testimony to truth and reality.

Passage: John 3:22 – 36

• Our passage begins with a controversy,
•  Not so much over baptism itself but over whose baptism and who should be 

doing it.
• John sets the record straight by showing that the whole scenario is not about 

baptism, or even repentance, but it’s about Who the baptism was meant to 
point to and How we should rejoice because of His coming.

• We could almost say that this is John bar-Zechariah’s last Will and Testa-
ment, as it is almost his last recorded words. (The last are in Matt.11:3, Luke 
7:19-20).

• John shows himself as the righteous, humble man that he was in his great 
words in verses 27 – 30.

Question:  From the records about john the Baptist in the other Gospels,  discuss 
the relevance and necessity of John’s baptism as a pointer to the Gospel message 
of Jesus.

1. A needless controversy over baptism.  vs. 22 – 26
• It was John’s disciples who became jealous because of Jesus’ ‘success’ – 

they had not yet grasped the concept that the ‘Kingdom of God’ was more 
important than the empires of men.

• It wasn’t just John’s disciples who got all hung up over ‘ceremonial washings 
(v.25) either: See Mark 7:1 – 8.

Question: What lessons can we learn from this!  See 1Cor.1:10 – 17 & Gal 5:18 – 
25 (esp. v.20.)

2. John the Baptist - A Humble man of God who showed that he understood 
what God required. vs.27 – 30.

• John not only understood what God required See (Micah 6:8, Hosea 6:6 etc)



• He also understood the OT principle of God as the Bridegroom and the 
Covenant people as the Bride. (See Isa.54:1 – 10) and foreshadowed the NT 
principle of the Church as the Bride of Christ.

Question: If the Church is “The Bride of Christ” and we are members of it – Discuss 
how both the individual and the congregation should act and conduct themselves in 
daily living.  

• But above all this is his understanding of the pre-eminence of Jesus in all 
things.

• His disciples may have been jealous, but not John – he was glad that Jesus 
was getting all the glory and therefore his job was complete.

Question: What can we learn about humility and service to Jesus and to one anoth-
er from the example of John?

3. Jesus the Total Fulfiller of the Prophets and the Messiah from Heaven. vs. 31 
– 36.

• Note 5 things about Jesus in these verses:
1. The Supremacy of Jesus in all things but especially in revealing about 

what God and the Kingdom of God is all about. (v. 31)
2. The hardness of people’s hearts. (v.32)
3. The evidence that Jesus shows is true, but Experience confirms it (v. 

33)

Question: Think and discuss how we as Christians today could say with certainty 
about the words of v.33.

4. Jesus is Lord and Sovereign over all creation (v. 35)
5. Eternal life is only through the acceptance of Jesus and all that He is. 

(v.36)

Question: Consider the consequences of the premise that “God is all loving” (only) 
and therefore could not have any idea that there could be any judgement on sin or 
sinners.



Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John  

Study No: 10
STUDY OUTLINES FOR HOMES GROUPS This Study: A Narrative about 
Hope, Forgiveness and the spread of the Gospel. 

Passage: John 4:1 – 42 

Introduction to the Study. 
• This will probably be a long study as there is so much in John chapter 4. So do not be 

surprised or worried if your group takes 2 or even 3 weeks to do it. Better to do it slowly 
and well, than rush it just for the sake of ‘getting through it on time’. (There is no set 
time for it!) 

• The chapter begins with Jesus and His disciples leaving Judea and travelling North 
back to the ‘State’ of Galilee. 

• Jesus chose to go through Samaria although the most popular route was via the road 
to the east of the Jordan River, because the Jews as a whole hated the Samaritans 
and normally chose to avoid that territory. 

•  So.... 
•  The Scene:  Jacobs Well near the site of the ancient city of Samaria
•  Date:            Around 29-31 AD 
•  References: John 4: 4 - 42; Gen. 33: 18-20 and Josh. 24: 32
•  Occasion:    It all began at a simple?, chance? meeting, between a tired Jewish  

 Rabbi and a woman from the province of Samaria - and the conversation   
that ensued.

•  Commentary: Simple? Scandalous!, according to the culture of that day! Actually     
quite unthinkable. - Men did not talk to women unless they had been 
properly introduced, related or chaperoned. This did not happen among 
the Jews and it was just totally "not-on" between Jews and Samaritans. 
So the question is, did Jesus know that this particular woman would come 
to the well to draw water and if so, why did He take the initiative in talking 
to this woman when He knew exactly what this woman's character and 
background was like. 

•  This makes for a fascinating, stimulating and really challenging study for our Homes 
Groups! 

Part 1: Looking at the uniqueness of Jesus according to the Gospel of 
John.  

• As you begin this study, it is most helpful if you look together at the way that John 
builds up a picture of Jesus as the totally unique ‘Son of Man’ (see for instance 3:15), 
and shows how that he is also the ‘Son of God’ (see 1:49, 5:18, 18:36 – 38, & 19:7). 
But of course His most direct claim to being the Son of God is in John 8:54 - 59. In his 
Gospel narrative, the Apostle John shows the uniqueness of Jesus as he presents 8 
aspects of His character and ministry. They are listed below as ..... 



The 8 Great "I AM” sayings of Jesus in the Gospel of John 

Now let me strongly urge you all to read though each of these passages and together think 
about their meaning. 

Even if this takes the whole of one study, that’s fine! Do not rush your study of the 
uniqueness of Jesus. 

1 The Messiah 4: 4 – 42 Jesus is The Christ and came save people and teach 
the way to God. 

2. The Bread of Life 6: 30 – 51 Living for Jesus means taking Him in. He is the keeper 
and sustainer of our spiritual life

3. The Light of the World 8: 12 & 9:1– 7 also 12 -37-46 
Being kept is one thing - Jesus also gives insight and 
understanding. Life "opens up" when He is on the 
throne.

4. The Door (Gate) 10: 1 -10 But Jesus isn't only a worldly or "for this life" Saviour. He 
is the bridge or entrance into Eternal life. 

5. The Good Shepherd 10: 11–30 But entrance into eternal life is costly - at least for  
Jesus. He must die for us. But God gives Him His flock 
and He will save and keep them always safe. 

6. The Resurrection and the Life. 11: 17 – 44 
Knowing Jesus is to have confidence. Here is the true 
Biblical prophet. Lazarus is raised as a precursor and 
sign to Jesus' and our resurrections. 

7. The Way, the Truth and the Life. 14: 1 – 14 
Many paths, but all but one lead to destruction. Truth is 
not relative and God can be known. "Life" is real. 

8. The True Vine. 15: 1 – 11 "Life' is a new reality and not a 'flash in the pan'. Jesus 
sustains us and works through us so as we can not only 
make it to the end but to produce fruit for God also.

Part 2: The first part of the chapter in detail – John 4: 1 - 26 
1.  The setting vs. 1 - 6 (A Weary Rabbi) 

*  A tired Jesus (but intentionally using this so that He could bring salvation to the  
Samaritans?)

*  A despised and maybe very immoral woman; a loner; with no sense of self worth? 

Discussion Question: It has been obvious down through the ages of this woman’s im-
morality and her isolation – thus coming to the well at a time when no one else would 
(normally) be there. Discuss why this woman and the other villagers should have been so 
high on his list of those that he wanted to see in His Kingdom.  



2. A deliberately 'slanted' conversation: vs. 7 – 10 (A wilful, perhaps Wicked 
Woman.) 

* Living water is the important thing. God is only interested in our past to the extent 
that He can forgive it - it's our future that He is concerned about. 

Discussion Question: As mentioned above God is only interested in our past so that he 
can forgive it. What does this have to do with the words “the gift of God?” in verse 10? 
What do you think this has to do with “”Living water?” See Isaiah 12:1 – 3, 44:1 – 5, 55:1 – 
6, Zechariah 13:1 & 14:8 – 9, Ezekiel 36: 24 – 27) 

3. Getting to the things that really mattered. vs. 11-24 (A Water that gives Life.) 

✴ 'Where' and 'mode' of worship is irrelevant.
✴ It's 'who' (not what) and 'how' we worship that’s important. 

Discussion Question: a) The initial ‘short’ view or understanding of the woman, who 
seemed to think only in terms of real, not figurative water. How is 
this like so many people today? Is it wanting to have salvation 
without repentance and a change of heart and mind?  
b) Is the woman’s wanting to divert the discussion to the practise 
of religion any different to the way people think today? Do you 
think that people are afraid to ‘really get to the point’? If so, how 
can we overcome this?  
c) Why did Jesus say that “God wants people to worship Him ïn 
spirit and in truth? What does this mean? (Beware – it’s not what 
many people today mean when they talk about ‘worship in the 
Spirit.) A clue is in the idea that God (spirit) has revealed Himself 
and can only be approached according to this revelation.) 

4. The Messiah - Teacher and Arbitrator! vs. 25-26 (A Witness that Wins.) 

* The Messiah was only going to be a teacher in order to explain that He had to come to 
be an atoning sacrifice, a Saviour - He who would also be a real and personal one who 
would explain the purpose of his coming through His teaching. 

Discussion Question: a) The woman was not ignorant of Biblical teaching. Discuss verse 
25 in the light of John 1:1 & 14. 
b) The first of the great ”Ï am’s”. What do you think is is wanting to 
get across to the woman here, and,c) What do you think John the 
Gospel writer is trying to convey in this quote of Jesus? 

Next week’s study........ (See overpage.) 



Part 3: The second part of the chapter in detail – John 4: 27 - 42 
Summary so far: 

* Jesus at the beginning of His ministry was plain and upfront, and to this despised 
woman, clear and bold. He made a claim that He was the Messiah or "Anointed One of 
God" who could give living water that would give a person eternal life. 
* The sense of this "living water" did not have to be ‘decoded’ but only needed to be tried. 
* The woman and indeed many witnesses from her village tried the water (Jesus' teaching) 
and found it as Jesus had promised. 

"They (the other townspeople) said to the woman, 'We no longer believe just because of 
what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the 
Saviour of the world'" v.42. 

1. The sudden and dramatic change in the woman after she had the encounter with 
Jesus. vs. 25 – 27 

• Forget the embarrassed disciples! They are going to have to get used to Jesus be-
ing ‘rather unorthodox’! 

• Focus on the unbelievable change in the woman. She who was shunned, now goes 
back to publicly proclaim what she has both found, and is beginning to  
experience. 

• The Village folk seemed to be just as amazed as she was because instead of  
berating her they now come streaming out to meet ‘this man who has made such a  
dramatic change in the woman. (See also verses 39 & 40 here.) 

Discussion Question: Besides of course, the ‘behind the scenes’ activity of the Holy Spir-
it, what do you think moved the villagers to drop everything and come out to meet Jesus? 
(v. 30) 
 

2. The cryptic saying of Jesus about food and Ministry. vs. 31 – 38 

•  Meanwhile, ‘back at the Ranch’ (as they say in the Westerns), Jesus is giving the  
Disciples some teaching about His, and their, forthcoming Mission. (vs. 31 – 38). 

Discussion Question: Here is a question of priorities. Jesus is not trying to be  
obscurantist. So, 
a) What do you think is the meaning of vs. 31 – 34?  
b) If literal food can be used to build up our bodies, what do you think 
is the food(s) that are used to build up “the body of Christ” – the 
Church? 

3. The challenge of the ‘fields ripe for harvest’ vs. 35 – 38. 

•  Here is a real and urgent need that has not changed from that day til now. Perhaps, 
even probably, Jesus was referring to the townspeople coming out across the open 
country towards where Jesus was at the well. People who want to know about the ”real 
Jesus” – not just some pale reflection or modernist Jesus who has no power or makes 
no demands on His followers. 

• People were wanting to know – straight away! No time to begin training then. The time 
for training is now.



•  Verse 36 is interesting in that history tells us that the specialist reaper was actually 
given a higher wage than the other farm labourers because the job of ingathering (be-
fore any storms/fire should come) was so important. 

Discussion Question: a) How urgent do you think is the task of evangelism? (vs. 35 – 38) 
b) Using verses 37 & 38 as your starting point, discuss how 
Evangelism, especially parish based evangelism is meant to be a ‘
team job’ of the whole Church and not just the province of ‘the  
enthusiastic few’. 

4.The Harvester at work – the most unlikely people for Christ vs. 39 – 41. 

How powerful is the testimony of a person with a changed life! Verse 39 tells of ’many’ 
people believing because of the woman’s testimony, simple though it was.  
 It is the willingness to share that God blesses, not the eloquence or education.

Discussion Question: a) Was it the woman’s startling testimony, or was it the Holy Spirit 
at work?  
b) Or, is this the way that God has chosen to work His work of grace in 
people’s hearts? 

5. The object of your testimony – to win people to Christ v. 42  
Some people say that explaining to another person how to become a Christian is hard. But 
really, if you know how you became a Christian then it is simply a matter of sharing that 
with a simple invitation. Look at the simple testimony of a man who had been born blind in 
John 9:24 – 27 (especially v. 25). 

Discussion Question: “Heard”, “Know”, Really”. It all started with a simple testimony 
and ended with many people genuinely seeking and believing. Why not go around the 
members of your group and ask for some volunteers to give their testimony as to how 
God through Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit has changed their lives? 

Conclusion:  
The Changes in the Samaritans towards Jesus. Through His ministry with them they 
came to see that - 

i)  He saves. v.42 
ii)  He delivers 
iii) He follows a plan that is not man made. 
iv) No one is too far gone for Jesus to reach – the despised Samaritans are 
the first people besides the disciples (see 1:41 & 42, 45 – 49, & 2:11), that 
definitely believe and receive Jesus. 
Bible Studies/John 4:1 – 42/ Barrenjoey/Sept2016
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Study No: 11

STUDY OUTLINES FOR HOMES GROUPS This Study: "A helpful answer 
about healing." 

Passage: John 4:43 – 54 
Introduction to the Study. 
Some reasonably hard Discussion Questions this study, so be alert! (The world 
needs more alerts !!!) 

1. The welcome given to the physically present Jesus. vs. 43 – 47. 

• The word must have passed around about the wedding at Cana and of the water         
into wine. 

• The ‘royal official’, a man of some prestige, makes his request for a healing for his son. 
• He had come up to Cana where Jesus was,a distance of about 28 km from Capernaum 

where he lived. 
• He obviously believed that Jesus was able to heal. 
 
DiscussionQuestion: a)Read Mark6:1-6 and esp.5-6 together; then discuss:-

Where does’  faith and trust ’fit with Jesus being ‘able’ to heal?  
b) But just what is ’faith’ anyway? How would you define it?  
c) How is it used or exercised?  
d) Now, examine the findings of your discussion and ask yourself “Have we 
got a biblical definition of ‘Faith’ here, or have we made it into a ‘Work’? 

 
2. The stern rebuke, yet exhortation to living faith by Jesus vs. 48 

•   Jesus was making an observation rather than a judgement. 
•   But his observation has a permanent ring to it. Nothing has changed. 
•   Real faith does not depend on seeing miracles. 

 
DiscussionQuestion: a) In the light of Jesus ’words inverse 48, how should we react to 

those preachers and/or churches that emphasise,or use as an  
invitation to get people ‘in’,“signs and wonders”,&“miracle 
services”etc?  
b) Is this valid means of evangelism? What about Jesus ’words 
to Thomas in John 20:29–31? 

3. The persistent Father who wont give up vs. 49.
• The urgency based on a father’s love for his boy.
• So understandable and it is not lost on the Lord Jesus.



4. The command from Jesus and the faith of the father vs. 49 – 52.

•  Not so much of a casual dismissal, but a test of faith.vs.50
•  The man believes and puts faith into action.
•  Faith and trust vindicated and Jesus’ Messianic power seen! (Isa. 35:5 – 10, 33:24, 
etc) The boy recovers at the exact moment when Jesus gave the command.

DiscussionQuestion: Jesus is giving a foretaste of the great coming Messianic Kingdom–
the Kingdom of God. In the light of Revelation 21:1 – 4, discuss how Jesus was showing 
by His actions that “The Kingdom of God has come near to you”. (Luke 10:8 – 12) 

5. The result of faith vs. 53 – 54. 

•  The miracle causes faith to grow – a whole household now believes.
•   The ‘second miracle’ – that is , the second one as recorded by John. 

DiscussionQuestion:  
a)Discuss what effect hat this miracle must have had on the whole family as well as the 
towns people. 
b) If Jesus could heal from a distance by just saying a few words, what might that have 
taught about  
Jesus and His relationship to God? 

You are invited now to refer to your Sermon & Study Notes for Sunday 9th October 
for extra material on the whole subject of Faith and Christian Healing which may 
help you to answer the questions that you still might have about the whole subject 
of Christian healing, miracles etc.  
And if you still have questions after that, why not contact me on 9018 9224 or email: 
neilflower@bigpond.com  

Bible Studies/John 4:43 – 54/ Barrenjoey/Oct2016 
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Bible Study and Homes Groups Study Outlines.  
Scripture passage: John 5:1 - 30 
Study No: 12

Another example about Healing – and also about Assurance of  
Salvation. 

• There are 2 parts to this passage: 

1. There is a miraculous healing at the Pool of Bethesda (the name of which could 
mean “House of Mercy”), followed by .... 
2. The teaching about the significant consequences that arose from the power that 
Jesus displayed.  

• In the first part of the passage (vs. 1 – 15) Jesus shows himself as the Lord of the 
Sabbath (which is extensively dealt with in the other 3 Gospels), as well as the Lord 
of Life, through His ability to control sickness and suffering.

• In the second part of our reading today (vs. 16 – 30) John shows the implications 
which ‘flow-on’ from Jesus’ public demonstration of His power. 

• So, let’s study and discuss together the reading.... 

Part 1 
1. The Healing at “The House of Mercy”- Bethesda. (vs. 1 – 15) 

i)   Another day, another opportunity to present his Glory.vs.1–9 
ii)  The problem of the Sabbath–a problem from God or, a man made problem?  
(vs.9–13). 

•  Missing the’ BigPicture’.(v.9) The locals were more concerned about a man carry-
ing his sleeping mat on the Sabbath day than about a man being given healing.

•  The true meaning of the Sabbath. 
•  In the Law.-The meaning of the 4th Commandment. It was to remind Israel of 2 

things: 
i. That God has made the people and all things, and must not be ignored, but 
worshipped and honoured.  
ii. That as God rested and enjoyed His creation, so a day was to be set aside 
each week as a reminder and even rehearsal of the day when all of  
God’s covenant people could ‘down tools’ and enjoy an eternal rest in  
His presence. 

Discussion Question: Look up Exodus 20:1 – 17 & Deuteronomy 5:6 – 21. 
1. What can you learn about the person and character of God form these commands? 
2. Discuss together this thought: The commandments were given for our good, our 
blessing and our best interests rather than as prohibitive statements to restrict mankind. 



b) The teaching of the Prophets eg. Isaiah 58:13 – 14  
c) The statements of Jesus about the Sabbath and His Lordship of it. 
 Mark 2 :23 – 28, Luke 6:6 – 11, & 13:10 – 17, 

Discussion Question: What do you think that Jesus meant when He said that “the Sab-
bath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath”? 

d) Apostolic teaching about the Law (and therefore the Sabbath) See Romans 7:4 – 14. 
e) The later N.T. teaching about it. (Read the following verses in the order printed)  
Hebrews 4:1 – 11,7:18, 10:1) 

f) The meaning of it for us. The old covenant Sabbath was meant to be promise of rest 
in great kingdom of God. It was meant to be a day of joy to remind them of the great 
‘day’ or time that was coming when all the problems and burdens would be laid aside 
and mankind and God would be enjoying uninterrupted fellowship together. Just as it 
was in the garden ofEden.In that sense it could have been called‘Paradise’ or ‘Heaven’ 
day. The old law of Sabbath keeping was made obsolete along with the other Levitical 
laws) (Hebrews 8:13), but was replaced by a better one (Hebrews 9:15), of which Jesus 
Himself was the both the mediator and procurer. (Hebrews 10:11-25). So, it points us 
forward to the final fulfilment and certainty of the Kingdom of God. 

Discussion Question: Discuss together the how Christians today can benefit from using 
the principle of observing “The Lord’s Day” to achieve the spirit of the original Sabbath (not 
the legalistic or Levitical observance of it) so that they can find rest, relaxation and a 
glimpse of what heaven may be like. 

iii) Another look at a cause of illness and it’s consequences(vs.14–15) 
Some illnesses are caused directly by sin, but this is not the yardstick by which illness 
can be evaluated. It was the case with this man and we need to be taught by this pas-
sage. See Romans 6:19 – 23 & Hebrews 12:14 – 17. 

Discussion Question: Discuss together how Christians can help, assist and comfort 
those who; 
a) as Christians are suffering with various forms of long term illness and debility by us-
ing the Scriptures that we have looked at over the last couple of studies, and, 
b) as non-believers who are sick and ask us questions like “How can there be a good 
God if I am allowed to suffer like this?” Now be careful how you answer this question, 
it’s a very difficult one, but one which we must all (and most do,) face. 

Special offer! If any group finds this a really difficult one to answer I am always happy to 
be called in to help guide a discussion either by phoning me during your study, or by invit-
ing me to come to a special session of your group. - Neil Flower. 

Part 2 

2. The Things that The Holy Spirit wants us to Learn. (vs. 16 – 30) 

i) The Relationship of Jesus to God the Father (vs.16 –18).



Discussion Question: Why has the Christian Church right down through the centuries 
insisted on holding the doctrine of Jesus being “equal with God” (v. 18). Would it make any 
difference to salvation if he wasn’t? After all He still could have died on the cross for us...? 

ii) The Delegation of Power to the Son (vs. 19 – 23).
•  The judgement is fair because it will be done by a man – Jesus.(v.22).

Discussion Question: Now think about the importance of Jesus being the judge of all the 
world (v.22) (This will also come up again in the next study 5:45 so here is 
a preview). Why in the scheme of Christian theology is this important? 

iii) The Victory over Condemnation and Separation and a different look at judgement. 
(vs.24–27)  

•   The Words of Jesus are the words of the Father  
•   The absolute certainty of Assurance of Salvation. (v.24)  
•   There can be no condemnation in the judgement has already been taken.(v.24.)  
•   The by passing of the judgement of the ‘great white throne’(Rev. 20:11 – 15)  
•   Jesus is the Judge because He alone is qualified. (v.27 but see also v.22 and 

Acts 1:11 & 2:36 & Hebrews 4:15 – 16)  
 
Discussion Question: This one is not a question, but an opportunity for you all to discuss 
and share together what should be the great and joyful testimony of all Christians..... that 
of the absolute certainty and assurance of salvation based on Jesus’ words in v.24. Don’t 
hurry through this one – take your time and be encouraged, strengthened, edified and 
blessed as you considered it together!  

iv) The Divine plan and the fairness of the final judgement.(vs.28–30). 

Discussion Question: * Verses 28 & 29 which talk about the results of having done ‘good’ 
or ‘evil’ have caused some Christians a fair bit of perplexity, because of the rest of the 
Bible’s teaching that salvation is by Grace through Faith (see Ephesians 2:8-9 for in-
stance), but it is easily answered. As with the resolving of all questions about the 
Bible, the way to resolve it is to compare Scripture with Scripture. 
* So, what is the meaning of the words “have done good” here? Let Jesus answer 
that in the next chapter of John’s gospel. Turn to Chapter 6 verses 26 – 29 where you 
will find what Jesus’ definition of a ‘good work’ is.... The ‘work(s)’ that God requires 
from us is... BELIEF – in Jesus, whom God has sent to be the Redeemer and  
 Saviour. 
* There will be more about this in a future study, but in the meantime discuss togeth-
er, “How can belief in what Jesus came to do and wants to do in me save me from 
the eternal consequences of my sin?  
* May God bless you in a wonderful way as you study this together. 

- Neil Flower.  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Bible Study and Homes Groups Study Outlines.  
Study No: 13 

Scripture passage: John 5:31 – 47. 

Authenticating Einstein - and Jesus. 

• It took till this very year (2016) for one of the last of the Theorems of the late Albert 
Einstein to be officially authenticated and proven. It was almost universally accepted 
and held by almost all of the world’s leading physicists and researchers, yet it took 
exactly 100 years for the ‘proof’ to be finally established. 

•   Einstein had made the declaration, but it took lesser minds 100 years to find out and 
testify that the great man was right. 

•  The problem with Einstein’s Theory was that scientists did not have the means or the 
equipment (and also probably the computing power) to fully independently prove his 
theories. 

•   The difference between Jesus and Einstein is this – Jesus made pronouncements 
which could be authenticated immediately if people were willing to examine and test 
them, whereas poor Albert Einstein understood his subject but the  
equipment to fully prove his findings was not available for 100 years. 

•   Let us not wait that like that before we personally authenticate the words of Jesus in 
our lives!  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

•   In our passage today Jesus majors on a number of key words and concepts, the 
main one being the word ‘testify’ or ‘testimony’. 

•  In doing this He is answering the charge made against Him by some of His Jewish 
compatriots that He was blaspheming, by claiming that “God was His own Father, 
making Himself equal with God” (5:18) 

Background to today’s passage. 
* In verses 19 – 30 Jesus has given some of the best and toughest news (depending 
on whether we accept it or not) that  
has ever been given. 
* It was good news for those who were willing to authenticate it by putting it to the 
test in their own lives through the core  
concept of faith, yet it was bad news to those who rejected it because of their unwill-
ingness to examine the evidence that could authenticate it. 

A Discussion Question to start you off.... Think about the enormity of the claims 
and offer of Jesus in verses 24 – 27. How would Jesus get people to believe Him and 
accept these claims?  



Testimonies About Jesus 

31 “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is another who testifies in my 
favor, and I know that his testimony about me is true. 

33 “You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. 34 Not that I accept human  
testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved.35 John was a lamp that burned and gave 
light, and you chose for a time to enjoy his light. 

36 “I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me 
to finish—the very works that I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. 37 And the 
Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor 
seen his form, 38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 39 

You study[c] the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life  
These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have 
life. 
 41 “I do not accept glory from human beings, 42 but I know you. I know that you do not have the 
love of God in your hearts. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept; but if 
someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 How can you believe 
since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory that comes from the only 
God[d]? 
45 “But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom 
your hopes are set. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 
47 But since you do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?” 

Notes: 
1. In the English version “Testify” or “Testimony” is used 10 times (11 times in the 
Greek) The English word ‘martyr’ is from the same word. Often in those early days, 
whoever was prepared to be testify to Jesus could often end up as a ‘martyr’. 

2. The word “Believe” is used 6 times. 
3. The word “Accept” is used 5 times. 
4. The word “Life ” is used twice, but in the passage from v.21 – 47 it is used 10 
times.  
* The key verse in this passage is verse 40. “yet you refuse to come to me to have 
life”. 

Discussion Questions: a) Why do you think Jesus took so much trouble to ‘call up’ 
witnesses to authenticate His claims to be both the Son 
of God (5:18) and Messiah or ‘Christ’ (4:26)? 
b) What do you think comes first – belief in what Jesus 
said He was, or, accepting His claims to be the saving 
Son of God? 
c) It may sound simplistic or even corny, but what is 
life??? Really. (You will need to look at the 10 uses of 
the word between vs 21 – 47.) 



* There are 4 witnesses to Jesus here in this passage: 

1. John the Baptiser (vs 33 – 34). 
2. The “works” (miracles) of Jesus. (v.36) 
3. The Father. (vs. 36b – 38) 
4. The Scriptures. (vs. 39 – 40) 
The Law of God in the Old testament only required 2 or 3 witnesses to be a true 
and accepted testimony for evidence or authentication. 

Discussion Questions: a) Just why is it necessary to need at least 2 witnesses?  
b) Can you think of other occasions in the Gospels where  
Jesus wanted to have at least 2 - 3 witnesses present to  
authenticate something?  
c) Can you think of other occasions in the Gospels where  

 others wanted to have agreeing witnesses?  
(There are at least 2!) 

So, an outline to help you get this passage systematically and helpfully into your 
minds....... 

1. Jesus is not interested in ‘big naming’ Himself, but only to bring people to salva-
tion. (vs.31 – 35) 
2. It was because of His love for the world that God sent Jesus (who was willing to 
come as a Saviour) (vs 41, 

but see also 3:16) 

3. Jesus as the Judge does not accuse – He is impartial, and therefore He can’t be 
the prosecutor. (vs. 45 – see also vs 22 & 30) 

4. Jesus’ first coming was to show God’s mercy and offer forgiveness (see 3:17), 
but this was largely rejected. (vs. 46 – 47) 

5. However, Jesus will return, not as Saviour but as Judge. On that day the opportu-
nity for acceptance of His claims and mercy will be past. “I tell you, (said the Apos-
tle), now is the time of God’s favour, now is the day of salvation” 2 Corinthians 6:2. 

6. Check now. Examine your own life and see if you have made that commitment of 
your own life to Jesus as Saviour and Lord. If you have, then you can have absolute 
assurance of your salvation based on Jesus’ words in John 5:24. 

Bible Studies/John 5:31 - 47/Barrenjoey/October.2016 


