
Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No:  3
John 1:19-28
The work and witness of John the Baptiser.
1. Read together verses 6-10 and 19-23 and then read Matt 3: 1-12, 

Mark 1:4-8.

a) What a great start to the New Testament. After about 4 centuries 
something new is happening!
Discuss the impact John Baptist’s message must have had to cause so 
many people to stream out in vast crowds to hear him.
b) John said he was a “voice crying in the desert”. This is a quote 
from Isaiah 40:1-11. in order to really understand our passage today 
from the Gospel of John the Apostle, turn to Isaiah and read 40:1-11 
and then ask yourselves.
i) If John the Baptiser was the fulfilment of Isaiah 40:3, is it any 
wonder that the people flocked to hear him and to be baptised in the 
light of Isaiah 40:1-11.
ii) Isaiah 40:9 tells of “good tidings” or “good news” - the Gospel. 
Discuss this: If John Baptiser was the fulfilment of Isaiah 40:3 then very 
soon the people will see the “Sovereign Lord” (V10) coming with power 
to judge wickedness and sin but with love and gentleness for those who 
turn to Him.
Is that what the people who went out to John the Baptiser were hoping 
to see? Compare here the Isaiah passage with Mark 1:4-8 and  
Matt 3:1-12.

2. John did not want the ‘limelight’ - his emphasis was to point people to 
Jesus. Read John 1: 24-27 and discuss.
a) Why did John Baptise with water since he wasn’t the Christ?  
(Discuss this first before referring back to Matt 3: 11-12 for a clue to the 
answer.)
b) Think about v 27. Can you see link between the water symbol of 
John’s Baptism and the greatness of the “one who came after me?”



Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No:  4
John 1: 29-42
Why a Lamb of God?
To properly understand this passage we need to go back and read 3 
passages from the Old Testament. They are:

i) Gen 22: 1-13
ii) Exodus 12: 1-13
iii) Isaiah 53: 6-12

(Yes, it may seem a lot of reading, but it needs to be looked at if we are to 
understand John Baptiser’s words.)

1. How do you think John Baptiser words describing the (up till then) 
obscure man coming toward the crowd as ‘the lamb of God’ would 
impacted the people? Would many have understood?

2a Here is a “toughie”. Read Acts 20:21 for a summary of Apostolic 
preaching. Discuss together how that Gospel was just starting to come 
into focus with John the Baptiser.

2b. Read vs 30-31. What was the link between John’s baptism and the 
revealing of Jesus as the Lamb of God to Israel.

3. John the Baptist’s testimony about the Holy Spirit and Jesus vs 32-34
i) What do you think this means?
ii) Do you think that John Baptist really understood that his ministry 

was God ordained?
4. Read v 34 very carefully. John the Baptist makes a very profound and 

serious remark. He said because of what he had seen, he knew 
that Jesus was the Son of God.
What evidence  might we have to be able to say this?  



Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No:  5

John 2.1-12 Study

Water into Wine

1. Read John 2.1-12
2. What stands out to you in this passage?
3. What does Jesus mean when he says “my hour has not yet come”? 

(You may also want to look at 7.30; 8.20; 12.23; 12.27; 13.1; 17.1).
4. What do you think is the meaning of this miracle? Why does Jesus 

change water into wine?
a. Do you think the fact that jars are for the ritual purification of the 

Jews has any significance?
b. Is it significant that the wine isn’t just any old wine, but is good 

quality?
c. You may want to look at some of the following passages to help 

you with the significance of wine in the Bible: Jeremiah 31.10-14; 
Joel 3.17-21.

5. What do we learn about Jesus from this passage?
6. What do you imagine Jesus was like at parties?
7. If Jesus brought the best wine to this party (and therefore made the 

party better), what does this mean for the way that Christians should 
approach parties, and community life in general?

8. How does this miracle display Jesus’ glory?
9. We live in a booze-soaked culture. How do you think Christians can live 

with integrity with respect to alcohol? (The Bible has a nuanced 
approach to alcohol – see: Psalm 104.15; Proverbs 20.1, 21.17, 
31.4-6). 



Barrenjoey Anglican Churches
Bible Studies in the Gospel of John

Study No: 6

John 1.29-51 Study

Titles of Jesus

1. Read John 1.29-51
2. What stands out to you in this passage?
3. Is there anything unclear or confusing for you in this passage?
4. What do we learn about Jesus in this passage?
5. How many titles or descriptions of Jesus do you notice in verses 19-51? 

Grab a bit of paper and write down every one. Discuss the significance 
of the various titles.

a. What is the overall picture of Jesus that these titles and 
descriptions give?

b. Which title and description is most significant to you?
6. What does it mean that Jesus will “baptise with the Holy Spirit” (v. 33)?
7. What do you think Jesus means in v. 51? (Hint: Genesis 28.12)
8. From this passage, do you have any insights into how people become 

followers of Jesus?
9. How did you begin following Jesus?
10.In what way can we repeat Philip’s invitation to “come and see” (v. 46)? 

In other words, how can the church be a place where people can come 
and see Jesus?

11.How does this passage inform our worship of Jesus?
12.If we have been baptised with the Spirit, how should that affect the way 

we live each day?


