
Dear Colleagues 
  
I am writing to all ministers and wardens in our Diocese in light of the passing of the Reproductive Health 
Care Reform Bill 2019 in the Legislative Assembly. While the proponents of this Bill have portrayed this as 
merely decriminalising abortion, the Bill does far more. It opens the floodgates to abortion for unborn 
children up to 5½ months in their mother’s womb, and allows abortions up until the birth of the baby where 
two doctors consider that ‘in all the circumstances’ an abortion is appropriate.  Despite the disingenuous 
responses of some politicians, the Bill allows for abortion well into the second trimester. For any reason or 
for none, the destruction of an unborn child will be made legal in our State. 
  
Abortion is an emotional issue, and there may well be members of your congregation who have had an 
abortion. So we need to be careful in the way in which we approach this subject, with compassion and 
understanding. There are also sad and difficult occasions where abortion is the correct response if the 
mother’s life is threatened. 
  
Yet as Christians, we have a responsibility to be a voice for the vulnerable in the womb, those made in 
God’s image. I know many of you have been speaking out and contacting your local members and I am 
grateful for your advocacy.  The Bill has now gone to the Legislative Council and they have agreed to refer 
the Bill to their Standing Committee on Social Issues. That Committee meets this week. I have been called 
to give evidence to the Committee and to speak to the submission that our own Social Issues Committee 
has prepared, a copy of which I have attached to this email. 
  
While we are grateful to God that some amendments were made in the Legislative Assembly last week, the 
Bill in its current form is not worthy of our support; it is destructive in its intent to legalise the death of the 
unborn, the most vulnerable and voiceless members of our society. 
  
There is still time for our voice to be heard, but we must act immediately to express our collective 
opposition to this Bill and by God’s grace, to stop this Bill from becoming law. I therefore commend the 
attached petition, which I strongly encourage you to share with your congregational members next Sunday 
(18 August). For those who recognise the dangers of this Bill, by signing this petition, they will be able to 
express their views to parliament. 
  
Since the Legislative Assembly will be debating this Bill next week, it is important that we get as many 
signatures as possible to raise the awareness of the members of the Upper House of the level of opposition 
to this Bill in our community. The petition can be photocopied and circulated for signatures. However, it will 
then need to be either hand-delivered or mailed by Express Post to the Diocesan offices no later than 
Tuesday, 20 August 2019. 
  
As Christians we have a responsibility to be salt and light in God’s world, to shine like stars in the universe, 
holding forth the word of life.  
  
May God be pleased to bless the work of our hands for the sake of the most vulnerable and for the glory of 
his name. 
  
With every good wish 
  
Grace and peace 
  
Glenn 
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